This opportunity is very rarely provided by
the state and private tuition is prohibitively
expensive for most families. Although DEx is
a lean machine, it will cost around £230,000
a year by April 2020, and since 2007 DEx
has raised all its own funding to provide a
subsidised and customised learning pathway
for children with DS in Greater London.

DEx improves the lives of children with
Down syndrome by developing their skills
from an early age, allowing them to exceed
expectations and live happier and more
fulfilled lives. For example, a mum said:

“Since K learned the sign
for ‘drink’ he can tell us
when he is thirsty.
We never realised before.”

Parents and carers can also feel isolated,
depressed and unsupported by local
services. DEx changes that by offering
a relaxed environment where families can
learn strategies, support each other and
exchange information – this may be the only
time in the week they meet another family
in the same situation.

DEx continues to work
towards being able to
offer more children and
their families access to
their specialised support
including extra activities
such as music, drama,
number concepts and
Makaton signing
for families.

Downright Excellent (DEx)
– proudly working with
119 children and their families
in London
Down syndrome (DS) is a genetic condition that is
associated with learning difficulties, delay in reaching
physical milestones, and challenges with speech,
language and communication.
Some health conditions are more common in people
with Down syndrome: heart defects, autoimmune
diseases, blood disorders, sight and hearing
impairments.
Children with Down syndrome are unique individuals
with amazing potential and the ability to overcome
their challenges with help.
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Research tells us that with the right methods and
interventions based on their specific learning profile
and delivered regularly by highly specialist teachers
and therapists, they can reach their full potential.

